- Wava el Afiouni (bass) Bassist and composer, Wava el Afiouni has been

constantly present in Brasilia’s cultural s cene for the past twelve
years. Always involved in producing original works, Wava is musical
co-director of many groups that contribute to the developmen t of
Brasilia’s cultural scene. In his musical training, Wava studied

harmony and guitar with Alencar 7 Cordas, improvistation with Renato
Vasconcellos, and bass with Artur Maia, André Vasconcellos, André

Neiva, Oswaldo Amorim, and Romulo Duarte.

-Rob Curto  (Accordionist and Composer) R ob Curto is a musician who

both respects and transcends idioms, mixing eleme nts of jazz with a
language and feel that is distinctly Brazilian. A native New Yorker
and important member of that city’s world music and jazz scene, Rob
has also spent years intimately involved with the music and cult ure of
the Brazilian Northeast. He studied with great accordionists from
Pernambuco, Brazil such as Arlindo dos Oito Baixos, Camara o and
Silveirinha, and with guitarist and master of harmony Alencar 7 Cordas
from Ceara. Rob keeps as his bible the work of Dominguinhos (with whom

he has performed), Sivuca, Oswaldinho, Hermeto Pascoal and of course

the great innovator of forrd, Luiz Gonzaga. He has spent years working

as a musician in Brazil, and developed a reputation there as an
extremely skillful and artistic accordionist. In addition to leading
his own band, Forr6 For All , his work includes playing and
collaboration with heavy-weights of world music such as Lila Downs,

David Krakauer, Cyro Baptista, Frank London and Omar Faruk Tekbilek.

-George Lacerda (Vocalist and percussionist) George Lacerda studied
Music Education at the Universidade de Brasilia. He als 0 studied
Brazilian percussion at the Escola de Mdusica de Brasilia. He gives
classes and group lessons in drumset, Brazilian percussion, and music
for children. George just completed a tour of the US and Canada a S
lead singer and percussionist with Rob Curto’s Forré for All, also

leading workshops on Brazilian music.

-Rafael Black (drums and percussion) Rafael received his degree in

percussion at the Escola de Musica de Brasilia. He is a professor at
the prestigious Escola de Choro Raphael Rabello in Brasilia. He has
conducted extensive research of Brazilian folkloric m usic. He also

performs with the innovative Brasilia folkloric group Pé de Cerrado.




